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seems, however, intended to indicate vaguely some attempt of mine to over-reach you in some way, I may as well be explicit in my answer, though I cannot manage to harangue you so glibly in the third person.
In a very civil letter of yours, dated I4th July 1864, you say : " The two water-colour drawings I shall be happy to have on the terms you mention in your note." These were the Socrates, and a sacred subject not specified. Of my note, alluded to by you above, I kept no copy, never having been led till lately to think such caution necessary; but, if anything was said, by you or me, as to time of delivery for either drawing, by word or by writing, I am more mistaken than my good memory is wont to be. No doubt I said that the Socrates could be soon finished, meaning (and probably expressing) that, when I took it in hand again, it would not take long to complete. That when to be, of course, when other work permitted me to do so with satisfaction to myself and without hurry. The work would be sure to gain by this, and consequently the purchaser also. I have done since, at different pauses from larger works, several water-colours requiring less study than the Socrates; and certainly this might have been taken up and rapidly executed at any one of the moments alluded to, sometimes more profitably in a money-sense than what I did do. I have always thought of it at such times; but have always refrained from then resuming it, from a wish to do my best for you at a more favourable moment. I am thus explicit in justice to myself, in case the only probable explanation of the delay should really have failed to occur to you.
Your note of admiration (!), on the enormity of my neither writing to you since nor resuming the drawing till now, is certainly provocative of a smile. I assure you my time is fully and importantly occupied, and there could be nothing to write about till I could announce the approaching completion of one of the two drawings.
When you commissioned these drawings, I naturally supposed you did so because you liked and wished to possess my work, in which case the delay of a year could not welll but characteristic, with coloured statuesl down in-; a church; but subject difficult to me."
